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In 1701 he was Involved in lawsuit with
James Douglas, 4th Duke of Hamilton,
which ended in a duel in which both were
killed. This duel figures in Thackeray's
Henry Esmond. See also R. S. Forsythe,
A Noble Rake: Life of Charles, 4th Lord
Mohun (Mass. 1928).

MOINAUX.   See COURTELINE.

MOIR, David Macbeth (1798-1851), Scottish
physician and writer, born at Musselburgh,
practised there as a physician from 1817 till
his death. Under his pen-name of Delta (A)
he contributed verses to JBIackwood's Maga-
zine (coll. 1852), and Is remembered for his
humorous The Life of Mansie Wauch (1828)

MOISEIWITSCH, Benoo, moy-zay'vich
(1890- ), Russian-bom British pianist,
born in Odessa, studied at the Imperial
Academy of Music, Odessa, where he won
the Rubinstein prize at the age of nine, and
subsequently worked in Vienna under
Leschetitzky. Rapidly winning recognition
as an exponent of the music of the romantic
composers, he first appeared in Britain in
1908, and took British nationality in 1937.

MOISSAN, Henri, mwa-sa (1852-1907),
French chemist, was born in Paris. A noted
experimenter and teacher, he held various
posts in Paris, including the professorships
of Toxicology at the school of pharmacy
(1886) and Inorganic Chemistry at the
Sorbonne (1900). He was awarded the
Lacase prize (1887) and the Nobel prize for
chemistry (1906). He is chiefly known for his
work on fluorine and the electric furnace,
which he developed to further his researches
with the carbides, silicides and borides. He
discovered carborundum and was able to
produce tiny artificial diamonds in his
laboratory. For a bibliography see Notice
sur les travaux scientifiques de M. Henri
Moissan (1891).

MOIVRE, Abraham de.   See DEMOIVRE.

MOKANNA, al (Arab. 'The Veiled'),
properly Hakim ben Atta (d. 780), was the
founder of a sect in the Persian province of
Khurasan. Ostensibly to protect onlookers
from the dazzling rays from his divine
countenance., but actually to conceal the
loss of an eye, he wore a veil. Setting himself
up as a reincarnation of God he gathered
enough followers to seize several fortified
places, but the khalif Almahdi, after a long
siege, took his stronghold of Kash (A.D. 780),
when, with the remnant of his army, Mpk-
anna took poison. His story is the subject
of one of Thomas Moore's poems in Lalla
Rookh.

MOLE, Louis Matthien, Comte (1781-1855),
French politician, whose father was guillo-
tined during the Terror. In his Essai de
morale et de politique (1806) he vindicated
Napoleon's government on the ground of
necessity, and was made a count. Louis
XVIII made him a peer and minister of
marine; and Louis-Philippe foreign minister
and, in 1836, prime minister, but his regime
was unpopular. He left politics after the
coup d'etat of 1851. See Helie de Noailles,

Le Comte Moll., sa vie, ses memoires (6 vols.
1922-30).

MOLESWORTH, (1) John Edward Nassau
(1790-1877), English clergyman and writer,
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father of (4), born In London, and educated
at Greenwich and Trinity College. Oxford,
from 1840 was vicar of Rochdale. He edited
Penny Sunday Reader, sermons, pamphlets
and a novel, The Rick-Burners, popular at
the time of the Chartist movement.
(2) Mary Louisa, nee Stewart (1839-1921),
novelist and writer of children's stories, bom,
of Scottish parentage, at Rotterdam, May 29,
passed her childhood In Manchester, Scot-
land and Switzerland; lived a good deal
abroad; and died July 20. She began as a
novelist under the pseudonym " ' Ennls
Graham % but she is best known as a writer
of stories for children, some of which, such
as Tapestry Room, and Cuckoo Clock, are still
published today.
(3\ Sir William, Bt. (1810-55), English
politician, born in London, studied at
Edinburgh (1824-27) and Cambridge (1827-
1828), and was M.P. for East Cornwall
(1832-37), Leeds (1837-41) and Southwark
(1845-55). He held office under Aberdeen
and Palmerston. Spokesman with Grote for
the ' philosophical radicals ', he founded the
London Review (1835) and merged it with the
Westminster Review (1836), transferring
ownership to I. S. Mill (1837). He edited
Hobbes (16 vols. 1839-45), denounced
transportation, and promoted colonial self-
government. See M. G. Fawcett, Life of Sir
William Molesworth (1903).
(4) William Nassau (1816-90), historian,
eldest son of (1), born at Millbrook, educated
at Canterbury and Cambridge, held a living
near Rochdale (1844-89). Friend of Bright
and Cobden, he was an early supporter of the
co-operative movement which he knew
through the Rochdale Pioneers. Works
include History of the Reform Bill of 1832
(1864), History of England from 1830 (1871-
1873), History of the Church of England
from 1660 (1882), &c.
MOLIERE, stage name of Jean Baptiste
Poquelin (1622-73), French playwright, was
born in Paris, January 15, the son of a well-
to-do upholsterer. He studied under the
Jesuits at the College de Clermont, under
Gassendi the philosopher, and under the
regular teachers of law. He may have been
called to the bar. His mother, who had
some property, died when he was ten years
old, and thus when he came of age he
received his share of her fortune at once. He
declined to follow his father's business, hired
a tennis-court, and embarked on a theatrical
venture (1643) with the Bejart family and
others, under the style of Ulllustre Thedtre,
which lasted for over three years in Paris and
failed. The company then proceeded to the
provinces (from Lyons to Rouen), and had
success sufficient to keep going from I646 to
1658. The Prince de Conti took it under his
protection for a time; and when he took to
Catholic Methodism, Moliere obtained the
patronage of the king's brother, Philippe
d'Orleans, so that his troupe became the
servants of Monsieur. He played before the
king on October 24, 1658, and organized a
regular theatre, first in the Petit Bourbon;
then, on its demolition, In the Palais Royal.
In the provinces Moliere had acquired
experience as a comic writer, mostly in the